
McDonald & Dunn Forest 
Management Planning Process
Spring 2022 – Fall 2023



Agenda for Today



Phase III: Finalizing (Summer-Fall 2023)
Presentation of draft plan to the Dean & 
Forestry Executive Committee for review Forest management plan refinement Forest management plan approval by Dean

Phase II: Synthesizing, Modeling, Refining 
(Fall 2022-Spring 2023)

Stakeholder Advisory Committee 
Meetings

Faculty Planning Committee 
Meetings

Academic User Listening 
Session

Community Listening Session II 
Community Input Sessions I & II

Phase I: Information gathering, Discussions, Assessment of former FMP 
(Spring-Summer 2022)

Initial Interviews Inventory of 
Academic Use

Community Listening 
Session I

Stakeholder 
Advisory Committee 

Meetings
Faculty Planning 

Committee Meetings
Comment / Question 

Submission

McDonald & Dunn Research Forests Management Planning Process



McDonald & Dunn Forest Planning Timeline

Date Meeting type

June 14 Joint SAC-FPC Meeting

Aug 30 SAC meeting #1

Aug 31 Community Listening Session #1

Sept 16 FPC meeting #1

Sept 20 SAC meeting #2

Oct 11 and Oct 25 FPC meetings #2 and 3

Nov 7 Community Listening Session #2

Nov 22 FPC meeting #4

Dec 5 SAC meeting #3

Dec 6 FPC meeting #5

*SAC = Stakeholder Advisory Committee
*FPC = Faculty Planning Committee







Summary of FPC Meetings #1, 2, 3 (and 4, which is today)

• What we’ve covered so far
o Review of the planning process
o Operating principles for the group
o Questions from the FPC, SAC, community
o Discussion of the 2005 McDonald-Dunn Forest Plan 

 The value of establishing ‘Themes’ and designating ‘Special Areas’ & ‘Special Issues’
 Shortcomings of establishing ‘Zones’, lack of flexibility (plan suspension), lack of accountability 

(monitoring), lack of transparency
o Discussion of opportunities for future research, improvements that could increase academic 

use, improvements to better track use, improvements to cultural and community 
connections

• We’re compiling/refining a summary of ‘Overarching Principles’
• Oregon Consensus is compiling/refining a summary of ‘Initial Input’ from the SAC



Recurring topics raised during past 5 months

• Carbon sequestration
• Climate resiliency
• Conservation of at-risk species
• Invasive species
• Outreach/community engagement
• Recreation
• Restoration
• Traditional Ecological Knowledge
• Wildfire
• WUI



Developing a Forest Management Plan

What are the 
objectives of 
the forest?

What are the 
desired 

conditions?

What 
management 

actions must be 
taken and when?

What resources and 
issues need special 

consideration?



Potential New ‘Themes’, AKA ‘Desired Forest Characteristics’ 
‘Forest Management Regimes’
Recurring topics to be included in the new plan: Carbon 
sequestration, Climate resiliency, Conservation of at-risk species, 
Invasive species, Outreach/community engagement, Recreation, 
Restoration, Traditional Ecological Knowledge, Wildfire, WUI 

-------------------------------------------------------------

A. Even-aged, short rotation

B. Even-aged, long rotation

C. Diverse (multi-aged, multi-species)

D. Mature (existing reserves, retention of clumps of older 
trees)

E. Restoration



Potential New ‘Special Areas’ and ‘Special Issues’

• ‘Learning Areas’ - Regions devoted to teaching, 
demonstration, or long-term research projects

• ‘Ecological Features’ (habitats of at-risk species, 
ecological communities in need of restoration)

• ‘Ecological Threats’ (invasive species, wildfire 
fuel reduction)

• ‘Cultural Resources’

• ‘Recreational Opportunities’

2005 Plan Special Areas & Issues
• Habitats of sensitive species
• Old growth forest
• Native grasslands, oak savannah, oak woodland
• Dedicated teaching areas
• Long-term research projects
• Research, teaching, and demonstration projects
• Snags and downed wood
• Riparian areas
• Oak Creek watershed
• Identification and management of sensitive 

species
• Landscape level diversity
• Invasive plants
• Recreational use
• Visual resource management
• Hardwood levels 
• Cultural resources



Joint work on the draft ‘Overarching Principles’
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