
McDonald & Dunn Forest 
Management Planning Process
Spring 2022 – Fall 2023



SAC-FPC field tour – Sat, Feb 25







Defining each new ‘Forest Management Strategy’

A. Even-aged, short rotation

B. Even-aged, long rotation

C. Multi-aged, multi-species

D. Managed reserves 

E. Ecosystems of concern
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later

Shelterwood Two-aged



Two-aged Management

McDonald Forest



Two-aged Management



Variable Retention 
Harvests



Group Selection

• Trees are harvested 
in small group:  ~ 3-4 
acres or less in size.

• Creates several 
“mini” even-aged 
stands.

• Groups should be 
large enough to 
encourage “sun 
loving” tree species.



Group Selection: 1.5-4.0 acres













Potential scenarios, AKA proportions of ‘Management Strategies’

Proportion Scenario A 
(baseline)

Even-aged, short rotation ~27%

Even-aged, long rotation ~29%

Multi-aged/multi-species ~21%

Managed reserve ~4%

Ecosystems of concern ~6%

Long term learning * ~15%

TOTAL 100%

Even-
aged, 
short 

rotation

Even-
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long 
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aged/multi-
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Managed 
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Long term 
learning

* long-term learning = acreage used for long-term research and recurring teaching and demonstrations



Cancelled 
due to snow
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