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Winter is Coming...

The air is getting cooler, the clouds are getting
darker, and the leaves have all but left the trees.
That can only mean one thing: winter is coming.
With winter comes the rain here in the foothills of
the Coast Range, so it is important to talk about
winter trail use at the OSU Research Forests.

All winter long, visitors are welcome to recreate
on the 114 miles of gravel roads and the majority
of our trails, no matter what the weather
conditions. Some of our trails are a little more
sensitive however, with restrictions on wet
weather use.

The goals of great trail design are to create a trail
that effectively sheds water at all points, while
providing the opportunity for a great visitor
experience. Our newer trails, like Dave’s and
Vineyard Mountain Trails, are built with a more
sustainable design, utilizing rolling grade dips (see
diagram on the right). With this design, the trail
traverses a slope to prevent erosion by allowing
each drop of water to drain directly to the lowest
point — off the trail. When used properly, the
rolling grade dip system can prevent tread erosion
and cut down on trail maintenance needs.>

(Continued on page 8)

TRAVERSING A SLOPE TO PREVENT EROSION
Every dip must drain to somewhere wer than itself . The most sustainable way to achieve this is by
traversing @ slope, a5 Mustrated below:
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Winter is Coming (cont. from page 7)

*Use of trails in the “Closed When Wet” category is
not allowed when travel will result in leaving a track
in the mud, or when there is significant standing
water on the trail. If trail damage occurs during
winter months, seasonal restrictions will be
implemented.

This is a new policy that relies on your judgment
and cooperation to be successful. Help us try it out
this winter to see if it works!
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